
 
The Nova Marie Adams Scholarship Fund  

at the Sautee Nacoochee Center  

 

The SNC youth scholarship fund is in memory of Nova Marie Adams who was involved 

in youth arts programs at the Sautee Nacoochee Center between 2013 and 2019.  

Nova joined the Center family when she began performing on stage at the age of six. 

She was an integral part of our programs for the following six years.   

Nova was a shining star, a bright light to all who had the honor of knowing her or who had 

the opportunity to watch her perform. Whether it was singing, acting, dancing, playing the 

guitar, or drawing, she had an immense love for the arts, and she wove love, 

inspiration, and optimism into everything she created. Her memory will live on and provide 

opportunities for other children to experience the Arts at the Sautee Nacoochee Center.   

 

“I think there's a perception that the arts are secondary to core subjects like reading and math. But what the research 

would suggest is that by participating in theatre, students learn creativity, communication, collaboration, and           

critical thinking.”  

— Julie Cohen Theobald, president, Educational Theatre Foundation  

 

Benefits of Youth Theatre * 

SCHOOL PERFORMANCE. Research from UCLA’s Graduate School of Education by Dr. 

James Catterall shows that students who are exposed to the arts are more likely to be 

involved in community service, and are less likely to drop out of school.  

CREATIVITY. Performing arts teach children how to think creatively through imagination.  

CULTURE. Through theatre, children are immersed in stories about characters from every 

background imaginable. Live shows teach children how to appreciate people of all kinds 

and how to respect other points of view. 

MORALS. Plays and musicals illustrate many different lessons. Theatre is a safe way to 

expose kids to difficult situations and show them firsthand how to handle these situations. 

COMMUNICATION. Theatre exposes young people to new vocabulary and ways of communicating. Through the arts of 

dance, acting, and music, children learn how to communicate in a variety of unique ways.  

IMAGINATION. Children need imagination to grow, create, think, and play. Theatre is the single most valuable place 

where kids can explore the endless possibilities of their imaginations and what they can do.  

* From the Orlando Repertory Theatre www.SNCA.org 



Nova Marie Adams Scholarship Fund 

 
Since its inception in 1981, the Sautee Nacoochee Center has always placed great importance on 

programs for the younger members of the community. Young imaginative spirits need to be nurtured 

in the notion that creativity is not a secondary part of a well-rounded life but an essential element at 

its very core. Classes and activities in the visual and performing arts, history and heritage, music 

and movement including dance and yoga, environmental concerns and more - for children and 

youth - are an integral part of the programs offered by SNCA.   

 

To this end, The Nova Marie Adams Scholarship Fund provides financial assistance to children, 

through age 17, who want to participate in youth programs at SNC but whose families do not have 

the necessary financial resources.  

 

To receive assistance from The Nova Marie Adams Scholarship Fund, parents/guardians need to 

complete and submit this application. The application can also be found at www.SNCA.org. 

Questions regarding the application or the Fund can be answered by Youth Programs Director 

Abigail Thomas at athomas@snca.org or by calling 706-878-3300.  

 

Parent/Guardian Name: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Child’s Name: ______________________________________________        Age: ____________  

 

Phone #: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

For which program are you applying?_______________________________________________ 

 

Date program starts: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Cost of program:________________________________________________________________ 

 

How much are you able to contribute? ______________________________________________ 

 

Amount requested: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Due to the limited number of spaces in each class and due to the limited amount of 

scholarship funding available, I promise to do all that I can to ensure that my child attends 

every class.  

Signature of parent/guardian: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Date: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

     For questions please contact Youth Programs Director, Abigail Thomas, at athomas@snca.org 

or call 706-878-3300.  


